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Mueller drills deeper into Trump's inner circle 


BY ROBERT COSTA, 
CAROL D. LEONNIG 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


A white sedan whisked a man 
into the loading dock of a glass 
and concrete building in a drab 
office district in Southwest Wash- 
ington. Security guards quickly 
waved the vehicle inside, then 
pushed a button that closed the 
garage door and shielded the 
guest’s arrival from public view. 

With his stealth morning arriv- 
al Thursday, White House Coun- 


Witnesses, lawyers detail 
exhaustive interviews on 
Flynn, Kushner, Russia 


sel Donald McGahn became the 
latest in a string of high-level 
witnesses to enter the secretive 
nerve center of special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller IIT’s investiga- 
tion into Russian interference in 
the 2016 election. 


Twenty hours later, Mueller 
and his team emerged into public 
view to rattle Washington with 
the dramatic announcement that 
former national security adviser 
Michael Flynn would plead guilty 
to lying to the FBI. 

The ensnaring of Flynn, the 
second former aide to President 
Trump to cooperate with the in- 
quiry, serves as the latest indica- 
tion that Mueller’s operation is 
rapidly pursuing an expansive 
mission, drilling deeper into 
Trump’s inner circle. 


In the past two months, Muel- 
ler and his deputies have received 
private debriefs from two dozen 
current and former Trump advis- 
ers, each of whom has made the 
trek to the special counsel’s se- 
cure office suite. 

Once inside, most witnesses 
are seated in a windowless confer- 
ence room where two- and three- 
person teams of FBI agents and 
prosecutors rotate in and out, 
pressing them for answers. 

Among the topics that have 

MUELLER CONTINUED ON A15 
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Trump’s reply on Flynn 
The president says he is unfazed 


by what his fired national security 
adviser might tell the FBI. A14 


Russia 
investigator 
axed over 
‘Trump text 


Agent moved off probe 
in summer for privately 
criticizing president 


BY KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


The former top FBI official 
assigned to special counsel Rob- 
ert S. Mueller III’s probe of Rus- 
sian interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion was taken off that job this 
summer after his bosses discov- 
ered he and another member of 
Mueller’s team had exchanged 
politically charged texts disparag- 
ing President Trump and sup- 
porting Hillary Clinton, accord- 
ing to multiple people familiar 
with the matter. 

Peter Strzok, as deputy head of 
counterintelligence at the FBI, 
was a key player in the investiga- 
tion into Clinton’s use of a private 
email server to do government 
work as secretary of state, as well 
as the probe into possible coordi- 
nation between the Trump cam- 
paign and Russia in the 2016 
election. 

During the Clinton investiga- 
tion, Strzok was involved in a 
romantic relationship with FBI 
lawyer Lisa Page, who worked for 
Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, 
according to the people familiar 
with the matter, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the issue. 

The extramarital affair was 
problematic, these people said, 
but of greater concern among 
senior law enforcement officials 
were text messages the two ex- 
changed during the Clinton inves- 
tigation and campaign season in 
which they expressed anti-Trump 
sentiments and other comments 
that appeared to favor Clinton. 

The people discussing the mat- 
ter did not further describe the 
political messages between 
Strzok and Page, except to say the 
two would sometimes react to 
campaign news of the moment. 

The Justice Department in- 
spector general’s office said in a 
statement Saturday that its inves- 
tigators are “reviewing allega- 
tions involving communications 
between certain individuals, and 
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After the carnage 


Six girls at a Las Vegas high school couldn’t wait for homecoming week, with its dress-up days, class 
competitions, football game and formal dance. But first the teens — who included twin cheerleaders, 
an accomplished equestrian show jumper and the daughter of FBI agents — were going to a country 
music concert. On a warm Sunday evening in October, as the girls swooned and sang to Jason Aldean, 
a gunman high above them fired more than 1,100 rounds into the crowd. When the worst mass 
shooting in modern American history was over, they had to survive what came next. — John Woodrow Cox 
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Concertgoers scramble Oct. 1 as a gunman fires on the Route 91 Harvest festival in Las Vegas. Among the thousands there were high 
school students, top, from left, Shae Turner, Delaney Sylvester, Gianna Baca, Natalia Baca, Marie Langer and Summer Stadtlander. 


Trump 
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change 


PRESIDENT HINTS AT 
BUSINESS RATE HIKE 


Legislators had fought 


to meet former demand 


BY DAVID J. LYNCH 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Hours after the pre-dawn pas- 
sage of a $1.5 trillion tax cut, Presi- 
dent Trump suggested for the first 
time Saturday that he would con- 
sider a higher corporate rate than 
the one Senate Republicans had 
just endorsed, in remarks that 
could complicate sensitive negoti- 
ations to pass a final bill. 

On his way to New York for 
three fundraisers, Trump told re- 
porters that the corporate tax rate 
in the GOP plan might end up 
rising to 22 percent from 20 per- 
cent. 

Lawmakers in both the House 
and Senate had fought hard to 
keep the corporate rate low, with 
the Senate late Friday rejecting a 
Republican-backed proposal to 
push it up to 21 percent in ex- 
change for more working-family 
tax breaks. 

The Senate passed the final ver- 
sion of its bill on a 51-to-49 vote 
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Grudge match Differences over 
bill foreshadow '18 elections. A14 


Now and later A shutdown could 
eclipse the tax win. PKCapitol, A4 


Senate race a 
virtual tie as 
accusations 
hinder Moore 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 
AND SCOTT CLEMENT 


Alabama’s closely watched U.S. 
Senate race is a neck-and-neck 
contest as voter concerns about 
personal moral conduct weigh on 
the candidacy of Republican Roy 
Moore, according to a new Wash- 
ington Post-Schar School poll. 

With less than two weeks to go, 
support for Democrat Doug 
Jones among likely voters stands 
at 50 percent vs. Moore’s 47 per- 
cent — a margin of a scant three 
percentage points that sets up a 
nail-biter for the Dec. 12 special 
election. 

The survey shows that allega- 
tions of improper sexual behav- 
ior against Moore, a former Ala- 
bama chief justice, hang heavily 
over a race that would favor a 
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